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The Honorable Brian Kemp  

Governor of Georgia  

206 Washington Street Suite 203,  

State Capitol Atlanta, GA 30334  

 

Dear Governor Kemp,  

As professional archaeologists, historians, and cultural resources managers who live and work in 

Georgia, we write to express extreme concerns regarding the Advisory Council on Historic 

Preservation's proposed revisions to the regulations implementing Section 106 (36 CFR Part 800) 

of the National Historic Preservation Act and the federal exclusion of state and local input. 

Presented as an effort to streamline the federal review process, these changes have far deeper 

impacts to the historic properties within our state. If these changes proceed, they will drastically 

disrupt who has a voice in preserving Georgia's heritage, threaten our heritage tourism economy, 

and erode the character and nature of our agricultural and rural heritage. These changes were 

orchestrated through rushed language and process changes to circumvent policies that have 

traditionally drawn bipartisan support, and warrant firm opposition by the governor of Georgia. 

The proposed revisions would allow federal agencies to significantly narrow or bypass 

consultation with state agencies, Tribal Nations, Certified Local Governments, regional planning 

commissions, local governments, non-profit organizations, and the citizens of Georgia. In doing 

so, this transfers decision-making authority away from the people and institutions who know 

Georgia best to concentrate that power within Washington. Georgians have a right to participate 

in development that affects their communities, landscapes, history, and economy. Georgia has 

invested decades in building one of the nation's strongest statewide preservation and planning 

networks, including forward-thinking revisions to the State Historic Preservation Plan that are 

being enacted this year. More than 100 Certified Local Governments, the Georgia Department of 

Natural Resources, 12 regional commissions, nonprofit organizations, universities, Tribal Nations, 

the Gullah Geechee Cultural Heritage Corridor, and private citizens work alongside the Georgia 

Department of Community Affairs to responsibly manage how growth and development impact 

the places that define our state's identity and solidify our role in our nation's history. These 

organizations possess generations of institutional knowledge about Georgia's history, 

archaeology, cultural landscapes, and community priorities that cannot be replicated by federal 

agencies outside our state. The proposed regulations would exclude Georgia voices from federal 

undertakings that potentially threaten Georgia's historic and archaeological resources. This is a 



drastic weakening of public participation at the expense of our tax dollars and an unnecessary 

expansion of federal authority over our state and local identity.  

Georgia has consistently demonstrated that historic preservation is more than protecting old 

buildings. It has proved to be a vital component of our economic development, outdoor recreation, 

agritourism, downtown revitalization, and community planning. Studies commissioned by the 

Georgia Department of Economic Development and Georgia Department of Natural Resources 

have documented the substantial contribution of Georgia's heritage to local economies. As of 

2010, Good News in Tough Times: Historic Preservation and the Georgia Economy found that 

heritage tourism supported roughly 117,000 jobs across the state. Nearly one-third of all 

international visitors are cultural tourists, and the same report reveals that 73% visit a historic 

resource, generating significant activity for communities across Georgia. Likewise, Beyond 

Tourism: Historic Preservation in the Economy and Life of Savannah and Chatham County 

demonstrated that Savannah's historic districts comprise only 8% of the city's land area yet 

support nearly one-third of its jobs. Property values within these historic districts consistently 

outperform the city as a whole, generating millions of dollars in additional local tax revenue. 

Georgia is home to multiple Civil and Revolutionary War battlefield sites that drive tourism to our 

state, with recent financial reporting from the National Park Service indicating that approximately 

70 million dollars a year were spent in local communities by visitors to the Chickamauga and 

Chattanooga National Military Park in 2024 alone. 

Historic preservation plays an essential role in protecting Georgia's agricultural heritage. Since 

1993, agricultural heritage as well as a growing agritourism economy depends on preserving 

historic rural landscapes and community character. These properties are normally identified 

through the Section 106 consultation process, which also is one of the few platforms citizens have 

to defend the character and nature of these properties. 

The State of Georgia officially recognizes cultural and Tribal organizations such as the 

Gullah/Geechee, Lower Muscogee Creek, the Cherokee of Georgia Tribal Council, the United 

Creeks of Georgia, and appoints members to the Georgia Council on American Indian Concerns 

to help facilitate the protection and respectful management of Indigenous sites and resources. 

Changes to Section 106 will result in the exclusion of these organizations from the federal 

consultation process, silencing their valuable voice in the interpretive process of sites located 

across our entire state from the Chief Vann House to Ocmulgee Mounds National Historical Park, 

which is on track to become Georgia’s first National Park.  

In recent years, your own annual proclamations recognize these values and bring much deserved 

recognition to heritage workers like archaeologists, architectural historians, preservation 

planners, and environmental reviewers across Georgia. Each May, during Historic Preservation 

Month and Georgia Archaeology Month, you proclaim that historic preservation is an effective tool 

for economic development, heritage tourism, planning, growth management, and revitalization. 

Additionally, you recognize that archaeological sites are fragile, vulnerable to uncontrolled 

development, and that their ongoing preservation provides educational, cultural, and economic 

benefits for all Georgians. These statements reflect a longstanding bipartisan understanding that 

Georgia's archaeological and historic resources are public assets deserving thoughtful 

stewardship. The proposed Section 106 revisions eliminate the collaborative process that allowed 

Georgians to identify these resources and realize these benefits.  



The issue at hand is more alarming than just historic preservation - it is fundamentally about 

federalism, and the role states have in decisions affecting their own communities. Georgia's 

agencies, local governments, regional commissions, and citizens should not lose their ability to 

meaningfully participate in federal decisions that impact the state's economy, history, and quality 

of life. This is a direct threat to the cultural resources that are at the core foundation of Georgia’s 

identity. These resources have not passively survived since the passing of the National Historic 

Preservation Act - they exist because the state employees, heritage professionals, and engaged 

communities across Georgia have ensured their survival. 

For these reasons, we respectfully request that you:  

● Publicly oppose the Advisory Council on Historic Preservation's proposed revisions to 

the Section 106 regulations. 

● Encourage Georgia's congressional delegation to oppose any effort that diminishes the 

role of states and local governments in the Section 106 process. 

● Direct the appropriate state agencies to evaluate the legal implications of the proposed 

regulations and, should they be finalized, consider all available legal action to protect the 

State of Georgia's interests and preserve our role in federal consultation. 

● Stand behind Georgia's agencies and your workforce and affirm that Georgia supports a 

consultation process that respects our state authority, gives voice to local communities, 

and guarantees that Georgia constituencies have a right to participation.  

We have long demonstrated that economic growth and responsible stewardship of cultural and 

historic resources are not competing priorities. The proposed regulations unnecessarily and 

cruelly remove the very people who best understand our communities from decisions that will 

shape our future. We urge you to stand in defense of Georgia's authority, Georgia's 

communities, and the right of all Georgians to have a voice in federal actions impacting our 

state.  

In coming weeks, we will follow up with an invitation to learn more about the impact that Section 

106 has had in Georgia. The Georgia Council of Professional Archaeologists, in collaboration 

with The Society of Georgia Archaeology, will be hosting a public outreach forum the week of 

September 22nd on the campus of Georgia State University. We implore you or a 

representative from your office to attend, so that the governor’s office can be informed about 

what is at stake for Georgia’s history. 

 

Sincerely,  

The Society for Georgia Archaeology 

The Georgia Council of Professional Archaeologists 

 

 


